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of blood and suffering ? To send troops 
on repeated expeditions, and in the 
end to have no other cause of rejoicing 
than that a part ot them has been gotten 
off, is a most unpiovident waste ot 
resources and a cruel addition ,to the 
calamities of war. In the mean time, 
every exertion is used by our public 
prints to put a fair gloss on the state 
of things, till Time, that great developer 
of events shews the real situation, 
and then as in the turning of the magic 
glass to prevent reflection, attempts 
aie made to turn the public mind 
hastily to some other subject, and 
thus, the delusion is perpetuated, and 
sober teftection by every artifice is 
shut out, to prevent the people from 
examining into their state, and pro- 
filing by the lessons of past distressing 
events. 

The lemarks made at the close of 
the last retrospect on the Lancasti lan 
School establishing in this town drew 
forth some angry remarks signed Solon. 
Whatever of argument was contained 
in that paper is published in this 
number, and so far the rights ot ttee 
discussion are maintained. Whatever 
ot abuse against the writers whose 
opinions Solon attacks, has been most- 
ly suppressed. We promised to per- 
mit tree discussion, but in our work, 
the bounds of decorum must not be 
transgressed by personal abuse, which 
U altogether irrelevant in pointing out 
eirors or supposed errors. Railing 
is not argument, and writers greatly 
mistake, when they suppose the piomote 
their i ause by abusing their opponents 
Tne writer of the remarks in the Lwt 
retrospect on mature reflection finds 
no cause to retract the former senti. 
ments he advanced. He is well pleased 
to rind however that a second story 
is to be erected, as by this means, 
more room will be allowed tor the 
girls' school. He still thinks there was 
a defec in the ouginal plan by ren- 
dering it too expensive and' that much 
might have been saved, by making 
rigid economy the first principle in 
the building. When 'application is 
made to the public, for aid to an insti- 
tution however, praise-worthy, all may 
not at once see alike and some reason- 
able objections may be started ; and it is 
becoming to answer such objections as 
may be made coolly and without ran- 



cour, using sound arguments if the case 
admit of mem, but mild expiessions. 
The opposite practice ot abuse and at- 
tributing motives to their opponents, 
at the mete fancy of ithewiicer is too 
common and in our view requires to 
be maiked with decided reprobations 
In the present instance, if the wishes 
of the writer of the retrospect as far 
as regarded himself, had been giatified, 
he would have i pi mted Solon's letter 
entire, to show how little abuse sup- 
poits an argument, and how little 
he felt himself annoyed by the affected 
attempts at wit. riut the pages ot" 
the maga/.ine < ould not be conveniently- 
spared tor this exhibition, or for the 
icply, whic.li must necessauly have 
accompanied. Besides such a prece- 
dent would have countenanced a 
piactice which we wish all comba- 
tants in our pages should avoid. It 
is pleasing to near that another Sunday 
School has been opened, and con- 
ducted m Belfast, by a public spirited 
individual, on the Lancastnan plan, 
and that upwards of seventy bovs 
attend. Those smaller establishments 
are likely to be pioductive of much 
good, lu thein unity of design, whicli 
so essentially contributes' to sta- 
bility is more easily preserved. In 
morf extensive establishments sup- 
polled by large subscriptions, inde- 
pendence is olten liaiteied for sup- 
port. The wiuei of this article \% 
stiongly unpiessed with the advantages 
of individual ewtton on a small scale, 
even when geneial to opeialion is 
not to be expected. Much good 
may thus be done by a tew in sma 1 
villages, or situations in the counlrv. 
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EXAMINATION Ot W. M'KENZIE. 

Co'itinwdfrom /> 237. No. XXVI. 

Q. Had you any knowledge from that 
book, or otherwise, why those.five pay- 
ments were selected as. the particular pay- 
ments, the receipts of which appeared to 
be lost ? 

A. They were selected as the result of 
the investigation I have stated, and I wish 
it to be distinctly understood, that niv 
cause of knowledge respecting the five 
payments that wci e selected, arose out of 
that extract, which was made from the ge- 
neral account before described. 
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Q. Upon Mr. Duron's obtaining money 
from the board for looms, where are the 
receipts lodged. 

A. In the Linen Office. 

<2- Are you aware that Mr. Duron 
made any enquiry at the Linen Office, 
respecting those five receipts? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. If any doubt of payment of those 
receipts had existed, could not that doubt 
have been removed by a reference to the 
Linen Office f 

A. I take it for granted it could. 

Q. When Mr. Duffin found those re- 
ceipts were missing, did he not. mention 
how they came to be missing. 

Ai 1 understood the receipts in question 
had never come forward, and that there- 
fore the value of them was due to Mr. 
Duffin, of which he had not a doubt at 
the time. William Mackenzie. 

Sworn before me the 9th July, 1810. 

M. Fitzgerald. 
One of the trustees of the Linen and 
Hempen Manufactures. 



No. 8. 
Examination of Mr. Hans Peebles, taken 
before a Committee of the Trustees of the 
Linen and Heinpen manufactures, ap/mnt- 
vd to take into c&iisideraion the 9b'/A Jie- 
•port qf the Commissi>mers of Accounts, at 
a Meeting of the mid Committee, held 
on Saturday, tke 7th of July 18 10. 
Q. Were you employed by Mr. Duffin 
in the year 18t<8, in examining the linen 
board cash book, and making an extract 
thereout of bis receipts and payments re- 
lative to his loom account ? 
A. I was. 

Q. What was the object of making that 
extract ? 

A. Mr. Mackenzie had told Mr. Duffin 
that he thought his cash was short, and 
that more money had been paid by Mr. 
Duffin at foot of his female-loom account 
than he had received. 

Q. What was the result of the investi- 
gation you made at that time ? 

A. That there were bills accepted for, 
and paid by Mr. Duffin to loom-makers, 
for whkh there were no correspondent 
entries of receipts. 

Q. Was there any reference to the Lineu 
office to check the account you made out 
of receipts that were missing f 
A. I do not recollect there was. 
Q. Did you make out the fxtraet 
which shewed the missing receipts from 
the book you call the Linen Board cash 
book alone, or had you reference to any 
former, or other book .' 



A. I recollect no other, but the Bill-' 
book. 

Q. When you totted the extract yen 
made from the general account, do you 
recollect what sum appeared due to Mr. 
Duffin } 

A. The amount struck me to be about 
=6800, 

Q. Do you recollect how many pay- 
ments there were without corresponding 
receipts ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you recollect the periods of the 
account you undertook to examine ? 

A. I do not remember the period from 
which the examination commenced, but 
I recollect it was carried down to May, 
1808, the period when it was actually 
made; lam sure, at all events, it included 
the general eash book lying before the 
Committee, commencing 1st May, 1807. 

Q. Did Mr. Duffin ever mention to 
you that receipts had been stelen from 
him, or that a clerk had run away from 
him ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Did you ever hear that a elerk 
had ran awav from him ? 

A. I recollect hearing such a report-^, 
it must have been more than five years 
ago when such an event happened, for I 
have been that time in the hall myself, 
and it was before 1 came to it, 

Q. Did you make out any list from 
the extract which was formed from the 
general account, of the particular bills 
for which receipts did not appear ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you assist Mr. Duffin in making 
out any such list ? 

A. I don't recollect that I did. 

Q. Are you aware that Mr. Duffin ever 
made out such list ? 

A. 1 know that he was in error in his 
account, and he told me he had found out 
the cause of it, namely, that some re- 
ceipts for loom makers were either not 
received, or were mislaid, and that he 
would write for others. 

Q. Was the extract, which you made 
from the general account, drawn in your 
hand writing? 

A. The greater part of it was. 

Q. You have not got that extract i 

A. I have not, 

Q. Did Mr. Duffin mention the names 
of the persons, from whom receipts were 
supposed not to have- been received i 

A. He did ; he mentioned three or 
four. 

Q. Do you, from your own knowledge 
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faaow why Mr. Duffin selected any par- 
ticular names ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did Mr, Duffin ever mention that 
he had written for duplicate receipts ? 

A. No — I never had any conversation 
■with Mr. Duffin until March last in Ca- 
ran, where he stated to me that it was 
reported in the North that he had receiv- 
ed'money for the same looms twice— he 
Spoke as if he felt hurt by the report : — 
I said it was a malicious report, and be- 
ing soon after interrupted, our conversa- 
tion ended. Hans Peebles. 
Sworn before me the 10th of My, 1810. 

John Stewart. 

One of the Trustees of the Linen and 

Hempen Manufactures. 

No. 9. 
Further Examination of Mr. Wm.Mack$nzie, 
taken, before o Committee of the Trustees of 
the Linen and Hempen Manufactures; ap- 
pointed to take mta consideration the 36th 
Report of the Commissioners «/ Accounts, 
at a meeting of said committee, held on tlie^ 
19(h day of July, WIO. 
Q. You have written a letter to this 
Committee, bearing date the " 9th of 
July, 1810," wherein you state that" ha- 
ving been the original cause and adviser 
of Mr. Duffin '» conduct, in the affair of 
the duplicate Receipts, you were anxious 
that the Committee, now sitting upon 
his conduct, should be pleased to exa- 
mine you further on the subject, in or- 
der that, you might prove to their satia- 
action,thatno man ever got into the same 
kind of dilemma with greater purity of 
intention." State now what farther evi- 
dence you have to give to this Committee 
on the subject of your examination of the 
7th instant. 

A. Respecting the duplicate Receipts, 
which Mr. Duffin is charged with having 
procured, whereby he got -payment for 
the same items a second time, I feel that 
the questions as put to me by the Com- 
mittee of the Board, did not enable me 
to state-so clearly as } ought, that in the 
early part of the transaction as far as 
relates to his requiring the Duplicates, no 
man could possibly act with less inten- 
tional fraud. For a series of years many 
thousands of pounds have been received 
and disbursed by him for various purposes 
connected with the objects of the Linen 
Board, either under its direct or implied 
instructions ; the other and more active 
duties of his office called him frequently 
from home. He cijuld not possibly ,there- 

SKtFASl' MA.,. tiU X.XY11. 



fore, himself, practice such a system of 
accounts as would be requisite to steer 
clear of error, and the Board did not 
allow him any assistance for such Office 
purposes — hence no leger or other book 
was kept which woujd have exhibited 
the state of any particular account, and 
if such was wanting, it could be sought 
for, only by extracting from the book 
that contained the general receipts and 
payments, Items of Debtor and Creditor 
of various sums and various dates, whicti 
tnode, it is obvious, must be liable 1 ' to 
error in the most careful hands, and 
ffom such an erroneous extract alone, 
did the Duplicate Receipts originate. In 
this part of my knowledge of the trans- 
action, I am positive — I saw the extract 
as made by Mr. Duffin and Mr. Peebles, 
and it distinctly, though erroneously, ap- 
peared to shew, that the actual receipts in 
question were wanting to repay Mr. 
Duffin, what I had no doubt at that 
time was really due to him ; and as sopn 
as Mr. Duffin got the duplicates, and the 
money was handed to me. I entered the 
transaction in the Cash Book, as now 
exhibited to you on, oatji, in these words 
— " received for mislaid receipts."- With 
this recited entry all my knowledge of 
the affair ends, but having aided Mr. 
Duffin in his receipts and payments, for 
a period of thirteen years, ending De- 
cember, 1808, and having a sufficient 
knowledge of the theory and practice of 
accounts to enable me to judge that his 
system was necessarily imperfect, from 
the want of assistance, I have mentioned 
I have no hesitation in declaring he was 
more exposed to clerical errors than any 
public officer I ever heard of; and thjtt 
these errors were finally to the prejudice 
of his own funds, 1 deduce from the fact , 
that when I handed him over the casb 
account in December 1808, after inclu- 
ding the money had on the duplicates, 
it did appear that he expended =£246 S. 10. 
more than he had received, and which re- 
nains to this hour unaccounted for in 
any-other way. 1 have great anxiety that 
my evidence may be so understood by 
the Committee as to induce them to shape 
their report so as not to brand the whole 
transaction, with censure due only to 
apart of it, and that however subsequent 
fatality of conduct, as it is rumonred, 
will draw fortli their displeasure, thSt the 
Committee will be pleased to allow that the 
reverse of mercenary corruption has been 
proved. I have only to add,tliat I make tltu 



310 



Documents, 



[Ocf. 



deposition spontaneously, and without 

the knowledge of the chief object of it. 

Win. Mackenzie. 

Sworn before me, 10th July, 1SI0. 

John Stewart. 

One of the Trustees of the Linen and 

Hempen Manufactures. 

Memoital of Mr. Chaves Duffin, Inspector 
Genet at, Pieientedjtilt) 11 M, 1810. 

TO THE BIOHT HONORABLE AND HONOR- 
ABLE THE TRUSTEES OF THE LIN1.N AND 
H£MP£(J MANUFACTURES. 

My Louis ami Gentlemen. 

After moie than nineteen years spent 
in a faithful discharge of tbe several un- 
ties ot my office, as your inspector ge- 
neial, it has fallen to my lot to incur 
your heaviest dKpleasuie, by the commis- 
sion of an act of unexampled weakness. 
Enfeebled by the seveie attacks of a 
constitutional gout, I was just rising from 
the bed of sickness, when 1 Was charged, 
by tbe commistoners of accounts., with 
a seeming fi and upon the funds of your 
Boaid- I knew my innocence, hut 1 had 
no instant recollection of cucuinstances 
that could explain the error and in 
my first honors, at the veiy existence 
df such a cbaige, on my long unsullied 
reputation^ I seem to have become the 
prey of temporary derangement, and to 
have sought to conceal a meie clerical 
euor in account, which would have van- 
ished befoie an Open avowal of it. ^All 
tny memory of the facts, as they really 
weie, bad totally failed me, and anxious 
to clear my ehaiacter trom a slam that 
did not belong to it, the distraction of 
ihy mmd huinexl me into a conduct bor- 
dering on insanity. I requited two men, 
almost stiangers to me, to deny that 
paiticulai leceiptswere duplicates; when 
not only the comparison of them must 
confute such an assertion, but my own 
book, as exlnmted to you and to. the 
commisioners of accounts, and winch I 
never sought to withhold, declared them 
duplicates; also, as appears by the ori- 
ginal eutiy of them, standing in those 
singnlai|y candid woids, viz. " Received 
fot mislmd Receipts." 

In addftion to the above most fortunate 
•entry of tbe transaction, 1 would beg 
leave to call to yoar attention, the clear 
and respectable testimony which Mr. 
H'Kenzie has given upon the subject, 
And 1 uust, that with every vtnpiejudieed 
mind, I shall stand acquitted of eot- 
rupt motives. The subsequent deviations 
fiom moial rectitude, I atteirlpt not to 
Justify, but some charitable allowance, I 



would fondly hope, will he made for the 
distraction of a man charged with pe- 
cuniary fraud, of a pitiful extent, to- 4 
ivaids the close of a long and laborious 
lire, ofcontraiy practice. 

I might here lelale, with truth, tbe 
various ways in which my anxious caie 
has contnbuted to protect, rather than 
to dimmish your hinds, but such topic* 
are now unavailing. I feel that the «• 
cm ence of so much weakness, oi igmatmg. 
from that lnhiunty of body and mind, 
which 1 have sometimes ftlt iiicieasmg, 
and which induced me, in the yearloO 1 ?, 
to request your honourable board, to join 
my son in my commission, which in con- 
sideration of my long and faithful services 
you «Tie kmdly pleased to do, and which 
weakness, the U» events have, I may 
say, huinedtoa crisis— -speaks>foiubly, 
that the increasing effects ot age have 
lendered me unequal to perform the du- 
ties of my office any longer, with ad- 
vantage to the public or myself j and 
therefore, I beg leave, in tenns of un- 
feigned lespeot, to tenner you my re- 
signation ; and under the cloud that 
obscuies my letirement from the business 
of the world, some rays of comfoit will 
dart forth, when 1 leflect, that how- 
ever imperfect may have been my 
best endeavouis, in all other respects, 
to serve your honourable Board, yet the 
tiansitot a considerable portion of your 
fluids thiongh my hands, has pi ejudiced, 
rather than impi oved my- pi ivate fortune. 
I have the honour to be my Loi ds and 
Gentlemen, youi devoted Seivaut, 

Csari.es Duvfik. 

REPF.AL OF THE UNION. 

AGCREGATE MEETINO. 

At an aggiegate meeting of the freemen 
and freeholders of the city of Dublin, 
convened pursuant to requisition, and 
held at the loyal exchange, on Tuesday, 
the 18th of September, 1810, Sir Jartie* 
Riddall, High ShenrT, in the chair. 

Kesolved unanimously, That a com- 
mittee ot nine gentlemen be appointed 
for the purpose of preparing a petition t» 
his majesty, anoiher to the two houses of 
pailiauitnt, piaymg a lepeal ot the act 
of union, 

U he committee having been appointed, 
and the petitions being read— 

Resojved unanimously, That the pe- 
tition to the King's most excellent Ma- 
jesty, piayinga lepeal of the union law, 
be adopted a< the petition of the freemej* 
and fi eeholders of the county of the city 
ot Dublin. 

Resoh iid Twaaimously— That the peti- 



